It has been repeatedly said here that Germany cannot do
without importing a number of commodities, in particular,
certain foodstuffs. In this connection the necessity was
stressed of a corresponding export of German products to
ensure the imports Germany needs. We consider this view
correct. This requires the working out of an all-German
export and import plan, and this should be attended to as
early as possible.
Mr. Marshall stated here that the Soviet Union's repara-
tions claim would lead to a reduction of imports into
Germany. The Soviet delegation, however, never proposed
a reduction of imports, as is being wrongly ascribed to
it now. We hold it necessary to take measures to increase
the export of German goods -to other countries which need
them, so as to ensure an increase of imports of the foreign
goods needed by Germany. We believe that an increase in
imports is also necessary to ensure fulfilment by Germany
of the reparations deliveries.
We were told here that if the Soviet delegation's view
were accepted, it would be necessary to cut food rations
in Germany from the present 1,550 calories to 1,100 calories.
I must say that this contention does not correspond to
the view of the Soviet delegation. We consider that even
the present rations in Germany are inadequate. The Soviet
Government is ready, in conjunction with the Governments
of the United States, Great Britain and France, to help
not only to prevent a reduction of the existing food rations
in Germany, but to raise them.
The spring has now set in, and it is highly necessary
to expedite measures for the recovery of agriculture. We
believe that these measures must be taken right now, with-
out delay.
Agrarian reform would likewise contribute to the ad-
vancement of agriculture in Germany. But agrarian reform